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Text of Goldwater’s Letter to Head of C.I. A

Speciil 10 The New York Times

WASHINGTON, April 10 — Follow-
ing is the text of a letter sent Monday
to William J. Cdsey, Director of Cen-
tral Intelligence, by Senator Barry
Goldwater, Republican of Arizona, in
his capacity as chairman of the Sen-
ate Select Committee on Intelligence:

Dear Bill:

All this past weel}t’enci,I I've been
trying to figure out how I can most
easily tell you my feelings about the
discovery of the President having ap-
proved mining some of the harbors of
Central America.

It gets down to ane, litile, simple
phrase: ] am [expletive deleted]!

I understand you had briefed the
House on this matter. I've heard that.,
Now, during the important debate we
‘had all Jast week and the week before,
an whether we would increase funds

for the Nicaragua program, we were
doing all right unti} a member of the
committee charged that the Presi-
dent had approved the mining. I
strongly denied that because 1 had
never heard of it. I found out the next
day that the C.1.A. had, with the writ-
ten approval of the President, en.

gaged in such mining, and the ap- -

proval came in February! ]

Bill, this is no way to run a railroad
and ] find myself in a hell of & quan.
dary. I am forced to apologize to the

* members of the intelligence commit-
. tee because I did not know the facts

on-this. At the same time, my coun.-
terpart in the House did know.

The President has asked us to back
his foreign policy. Bill, how can we
back his foreign policy when we don’t
know what the hell he is doing? Leba-
non, yes, we all knew that he sent
troops over there. But mine the har-

bors in Nicaragua? This is an act vio-
lating international law. Itis anact of
war, For the life of me, I don't see
how we are going to explain it.

My simple guess is that the House
is going to defeat this supplemental
and we will not be in any position to
put up much of an argurnent after we
were not given the information we
were entitled to receive; particular.
ly, it my memory serves me correct-
ly, when you briefed us on Central

America just a couple of weeks ago. .

And the order was signed before that,
Idon’t like this. I don’t like'it one bit

from the President or from you. I

don’t think we need a lot of lengthy
explanations, The deed has been done
and, in the future, if anything like this
happens, I'm geing to rase one hell of
a lot of fuss about it in public.
- Sincerely, .
BARRY GOLDWATER
Chairman
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